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The Little Corporal

B eneath the gilded
dome of the Invalides
in Paris lie the bones
of Napoleon I. The fallen
emperor is protected by six
concentric coffins within a
sarcophagus, in a crypt
adorned with statues com-
memorating his career. “The
majesty of the setting per-
fectly befits the Emperor’s
image,” says the Michelin
guide.

But part of Napoleon is in
a less secure facility. A recent
letter to the New York Times
Book Review, responding to a
review of John Vernon’s
Peter Doyle, revealed, “The
novel’s subject matter—a
quest for Napoleon’s ampu-
tated penis—is more accu-
rate than Mr. Vernon or [the
Times reviewer] realized.
Napoleon’s penis was re-
moved from his body by the
surgeons attending at his
death [and] is now owned
by a surgeon at the Colum-
bia-Presbyterian Medical
Center.”

The custodian of Napo-
leon’s manhood is Dr. John
K. Lattimer '35C, '38P&S,
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School offournalism
will cglebrate “Free-
dopt Week” this
Dé&cember, marki
200 years of freedom
of the press ang the
First Amendnfent.
From Decemper 9th
through the J5th, the
school will
a lecture se
gramming on WNYC
radioand TV, and, on
December 11, a gala
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Review will pub-
ish-a specialisstie on
the First Amendmeny. -
For Jecture informa- |
tion, call (212):854- ~
4150. For'dinner reser-
vations, (212) 755-1190.

Justice'William J.

Brennan, Jr., with
readings from Firs;
Amendment litpfature
by Camlme ennedy

olumbia Journal-

’43Sc¢.D., who chaired Co-
lumbia’s urology depart-
ment for 25 years before
“retiring” in 1980. (He con-
tinues to teach and see
patients.) He acquired the
item a few years ago, when a
collection of Napoleoniana
was broken up. “I thought it
should be treated with some
dignity and respect,” he
says, and the Squire Urolo-
gical Clinic’s collection at the
medical center seemed an
appropriate setting.

Lattimer has long been
interested in medicine as his-
tory. After serving in World
War II, he was one of the
physicians assigned to care
for war criminals tried at
Nuremberg. “Our job was to
keep them alive until they
could be hanged,” says Latt-
imer, who is writing a book
on the subject. The author of
Kennedy and Lincoln: A Med-
ical and Ballistic Comparison
of Their Assassinations, he also
owns the bloodstained collar
from the shirt Lincoln was
wearing when he was assas-
sinated, as well as a frag-
ment of the car seat John E
Kennedy was sitting on at
his death.

Dr. Lattimer has non-
medical interests, too. His

finding list pf uncata—
logued opfncom-
pletel catalogued

scnpts in Italian and
“other libraries,” the
series is recognized as

Iraq when its mem-
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collection of silver-headed
swords will be shown at the
Metropolitan Museum this
fall, and the Englewood (N.].)
Historical Society published
his This Was Early Englewood:
From the Big Bang to the
George Washington Bridge.
How did the Napoleon
relic escape entombment
with the rest of him? When
Napoleon was dying in
exile on St. Helena in 1821,
he knew the doctor treating
him, a fellow Corsican, was
waiting to do his autopsy.
“Napoleon was spitting on
him, casting aspersions on
his sexual capacities—gener-
ally being obnoxious,” says
Lattimer, so the doctor took
revenge. “Dur-
ing autopsies in JEE
the tropics, the g
stench is terrific.
There wouldn't
have been any ¢%
witnesses.” )\
Napoleon's “§
severed mem- ¥
ber is not pre-
served in a jar.
“It’s air-dried,
mummified,”
says Dr. Latti- -
mer. “It's about W
the size of
your finger.” g

after four da sina
Baghdad parking lot.
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LETTERS

recently married a registered nurse

who works on the cardiac floor in a

nearby hospital, we both thoroughly

enjoyed Greg Fraser’s article on heart
arrhythmias. ‘

John M. Evans "91C

Marlton, N J.

The fall issue might be the best yet.
You should be proud of the magazine
you have made. Splendid articles,
and all the rest is good, too: Essays
(especially the alumni seminar),
Letters, Books, Research, College
Walk. And while we are at it—who is
the wise guy who thought up the
headline “The Little Corporal”!

Jack Arbolino "42C, '57TC
Harrington Park, N J.

Let me express my outrage at the
story in your Fall 1991 edition on the
subject of Napoleon’s penis (College
Walk). The article is atrocious
enough, but the real obscenity is the
fact that Columbia University has
harbored this relic over the years.

I neither view the emperor as a
hero of the French nor as the scourge
of Europe, but this kind of concentra-
tion on a private part of his being I
do view as unseemly.

Could the University, over the years
of my grandfather’s, my father’s, my,
and my son’s loyal relationship with it,
not have quietly returned this personal
memento to the French government to
have interred it in whatever fashion it
might have decided? Or could it now
do so, without the attention of your
prurient reporters?

William E. Colby "47L
Washington, D.C.

Theodore Bestor’s “On the Water-
front” (Fall '91) pictures a monument
outside a Tokyo fish market—a monu-
ment that “pays tribute to fish that
have given their lives for sushi.”

What a misuse of the verb give.

No fish “give their lives” for sushi!
Fish are treacherously seized from the
water, then brutally slaughtered—for
barbarians to eat.

I am thankful to be a lifelong vege-
tarian.

Anne Lohrli '32M.A.
Claremont, Calif.

Moscow from the Hudson

I opened the Fall 1991 issue of Co-
lumbia and read with interest the article
titled “Couped Up” (College Walk). I,
too, am a Columbian (and freelance
reporter) who was at the coup.

August 19, 1991, started out like
any other Monday in Moscow; but
when [ turned on BBC radio at 7:30, I
heard that a right-wing emergency
committee had taken control of the
country and imprisoned Gorbachev in
his Crimean dacha. Thirty minutes
later, I heard a rumbling noise outside
my window. Looking down on Kutu-
zovsky Prospekt, which leads to the
Russian Parliament and the Kremlin, I
saw a line of tanks roaring toward the
center of Moscow.

Around noon I heard another loud
rumbling sound from the street. This
time the parade of tanks lasted several
minutes. I headed to the Kutuzovsky
Bridge, which I considered a safe van-
tage point from which to watch the
action.

While I was on the bridge, some
Muscovites threw iron rods in the path
of the tanks. One ground to a halt,
which forced the line of about 25 tanks
behind it to stop in their tracks. The
soldiers closed their hatches.

After about 30 minutes, they warily
stuck their heads out, assessing the
scene. Realizing that the crowd wasn’t
dangerous, they sat on the tanks or
jumped down, stretching their legs.
People in the crowd cajoled the soldiers
into reading Yeltsin's decree, which he
had issued minutes earlier when he
courageously climbed onto one of the
tanks near the Parliament. The decree
called on the soldiers not to shoot and
urged workers to stage a general strike.
The soldiers seemed unaware why they
had been sent into Moscow.

[ spent the rest of the three days
of the coup in or around the Russian
Parliament. On Tuesday around five
o’clock, I was inside interviewing the
deputies when Sergei Stankevich, the
deputy mayor of Moscow, got on the
loudspeaker and said that tanks
would storm the Parliament in 15 min-
utes. Luckily it was a false alarm.

Patricia Kranz ‘81M.LA.
Washington, D.C.
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